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NPR MUSIC COMMENTATOR SPEAKS IN UM LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA -
More than a million classical music fans invite Miles Hoffman into their homes and listen to 
him in their cars each week. Next week, the National Public Radio commentator will appear live on 
a Missoula stage in the second installment of the 1997-98 University of Montana President's Lecture 
Series.
Hoffman, the popular “Coming to Terms” commentator on NPR's “Performance Today,” 
will bring his colorful brand of musical jargon-busting and talent as a violist to UM's Music Recital 
Hall on Monday, Oct. 13. The public is invited to the free 8 p.m. performance of “Italian 
Instruments, French Bows, German Music: A Lecture-Recital.” During a 2:30 p.m. seminar 
Monday at the same location, Hoffman will discuss “Music, Language and Emotional Expression.”
His visit will include performances with the Missoula Symphony Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 11, and 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 12, at the Wilma Theatre.
“He's a major figure in the music scene,” said Richard Drake, UM history professor and 
lecture series organizer. “He's quite a humorist.”
In his recently published book, “The NPR Classical Music Companion: Terms and Concepts 
from A to Z ,” Hoffman delves into definitions and explores terms using amusing analogies to make
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sense of some of music’s finer points, tackling terms from “a cappella" to “zarzuela.”
Hoffman has been part of NPR's Performance Today since 1989. As violist and artistic 
director for the American Chamber Players, Hoffman regularly tours the United States and Canada. 
He is a graduate of Yale University and the Julliard School.
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